Name______________________________________________Period______Date______

Introduction to Poetic Terminology

Poetry- A type of writing that uses language to express imaginative 
and emotional qualities instead of or in addition to meaning.

Literary Devices Used in Poetry

Figurative language is the use of words outside of their literal or usual meaning to add beauty or force. It is characterized by the use of similes and metaphors.

Simile is a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things, in which one thing becomes another without  the use of the words like, as, than, or resembles.

Metaphor is a figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things, using words such as like, as, than, or resembles.

___________________________ is the use of a word or words whose sound imitates its meaning.

_____________________ is a special kind of metaphor in which a nonhuman thing is talked about as if it was human.
_____________________ is the use of exaggeration. It may be used to evoke strong feelings or to create a strong impression, but is not meant to be taken literally.
__________________ is the use of similar sounds at the   _____________or end of a word.

_________________ is the use of repeating ____________________ within a word.

_________________ is the use of repeating consonants without ________________. 
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE WORKSHEET

        Read the sentences.  Write the first letter of the type of figurative language used in each sentence.

Simile              Metaphor          Hyperbole         Personification

   _____ 1.  The wind whistled through the trees.

   _____ 2.  I am so hungry I could eat a horse.

   _____ 3.  She was as quiet as a mouse.

   _____ 4.  I have told you a million times.

   _____ 5.  His face was an open book.

   _____ 6.  He is as strong as an ox.

   _____ 7.  The stars looked down from the sky.

   _____ 8.  Her smile is a ray of bright sunshine.

   _____ 9.  His bedroom is a pig’s sty.

   _____10. She was pretty as a picture in her new dress.

      Fill in the blanks to complete the comparisons.

11.    It is as cold as _____________________________________________________.

12.    She is as smart as a ________________________________________________.

13.    His backpack was as heavy as a ______________________________________.

14.    She is as old as ____________________________________________________.

15.    It was as hot as____________________________________________________.

   Give the meaning of the metaphor.

16.    The animal’s eyes were embers in the dark night. ___________________________________________________________________

17.    From the mountaintop view people below appeared to be ants. ___________________________________________________________________

18.    He was a rock throughout the terrible ordeal. ___________________________________________________________________

    Complete the following for each sentence.

     The tree branches grabbed at him as he ran through the forest.

19.    The nonhuman ______________ is given the human characteristic or action of

      ___________________________________________________________________.

    The sun chased the clouds away.

20.    The nonhuman _____________ is given the human characteristic or action of

Poetic Structures

_____________ is the __________________established for a verse. Meter measures lines of poetry based on stressed and unstressed syllables. 
_____________ is the ___________ _____________ that results from a line of poetry.  

Rhyme is the placement of _______________ or ____________ sounds at the ends of lines or at predictable locations within lines.
___________________ is a _____________ with _____ iambic feet in a row. This is the most common meter in English poetry.
The following line from John Keats' Ode to Autumn is a straightforward example:

˘  /  ˘  /  ˘   /  ˘  /  ˘ 

To swell the gourd, and plump the ha - zel 

 / 

shells 

Poetry is separated into lines on a page. Lines may be based on the number of metrical feet, or may stress a rhyme pattern at the ends of lines
_________________ are groups of lines in a poem which are named by the number of lines included.

 
Two lines is a _____________. 

Three lines is a triplet.

Four lines is a ______________. 

Five lines is a ________________.
Six lines is a ________________.


Rhyme Scheme is the use of ___________ in a pattern as a structural element in a poem.

Rhyme schemes are described using letters that correspond to sets of rhymes. 

 Example: Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, A
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall; A
All the king’s horses and all the king’s men, B
Couldn’t put Humpty together again. B
-------------------------------------------------

The rhyme scheme for this poem is:

A A B B 
Types of Poems

__________________ is poetry written in unrhymed iambic pentameter.

__________________ is poetry that does not have a regular meter or rhyme scheme.

A ___________ is a _______ line poem.
______________ is a popular form of traditional Japanese poetry consists of 17-syllables comprising _______ metrical lines of 5, 7, and 5 syllables.

An _____________ is a long story told in verse which tells the great deeds of a __________________.

_____________________ is a poem that ____________________.

__________________ portrays the ______________ own feelings, states of mind, ideas, and perceptions.

